
 
How do –IR verbs work in Spanish 

in the PRESENT TENSE? 
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I yo escribIR escribo 
you (singular) tú escribIR escribes 

he/she/it él/ella escribIR escribe 
we nosotros escribIR escribimos 

you (plural) vosotros escribIR escribís 
they ellos/ellas escribIR escriben 

escribir  belongs to the –IR group of verbs 

vivir   belongs to the –IR group of verbs 

salir   belongs to the –IR group of verbs 

decidir  belongs to the –IR group of verbs 

compartir  belongs to the –IR group of verbs 

abrir   belongs to the –IR group of verbs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The form of the verb which ends in –IR 

is known as the infinitive and always 

means TO _____________ 
 
You have met this verb form in the 
construction: 
 

me gusta escribir mensajes 

I like TO WRITE messages 
 
 

So how do you say I write? 
So how do you say You (singular) write? 
So how do you say He/she writes? 
So how do you say We write? 
So how do you say You (plural) write? 
So how do you say They write? 
 
 



 

verb endings for -IR verbs in the present tense 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

useful vocabulary 
 

mis mascotas en España mis caramelos a su familia 

en Inglaterra a mis amigos sus regalos el seis de enero 

dinero de bolsillo mis regalos tus secretos el veinticinco de diciembre 

 
¿Cómo se dice en español? (how do you say in Spanish?) 

 

1) (ESCRIBIR) I write messages to my friends ________________________________________ 
 

2) (COMPARTIR) I share my sweets _________________________________________________ 
 

3) (VIVIR) I live in England _________________________________________________________ 
 

4) (RECIBIR) I receive lots of homework _____________________________________________ 
 

5) (ABRIR) I open my presents on 6th January ________________________________________ 
 

6) (DESCRIBIR) I describe my pets _________________________________________________ 
 

7) (ESCRIBIR) Do you (s) write messages?  ¿ _______________________________________? 
 

8) (COMPARTIR) Do you (s) share your secrets?  ¿ __________________________________? 
 

9) (VIVIR) Do you (s) live in Spain?  ¿ _____________________________________________ ? 
 

10) (RECIBIR) Do you (s) receive pocket money?  ¿ _________________________________ ? 
 

11) (VIVIR) Juan lives in Barcelona _________________________________________________ 
 

12) (RECIBIR) Ana receives pocket money ___________________________________________ 
 

13) (ABRIR) Oscar opens his presents on 25th December _______________________________ 
 

14) (DESCRIBIR) María describes her family _________________________________________ 
 

15) (ESCRIBIR) We write messages _________________________________________________ 
 

16) (VIVIR) We live in England _____________________________________________________ 
 

16) (RECIBIR) We receive messages ________________________________________________ 
 

18) (VIVIR) You (plural) live in Spain ________________________________________________ 
 

19) (ABRIR) They open the book ___________________________________________________ 
 

20) (VIVIR) They live in Argentina ___________________________________________________ 
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I yo 
................o 

same as –AR and –ER verbs! 

you (singular) tú 
................es 

same as –ER verbs! 

he/she/it él/ella 
................e 

same as –ER verbs! 

we nosotros 
................imos  

you (plural) vosotros 
................ís  

they ellos/ellas 
................en 

same as –ER verbs! 



 
 

Now write 5 sentences to say what you do on Sundays using –IR verbs!  
 
On Sundays = los domingos 
 
Normally = normalmente 
 
Sometimes = a veces 
 
Often = a menudo 
 
Never = nunca 
 
And = y 
 
Or = o 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
 
 
REMEMBER 
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I yo 
................o 

you (singular) tú 
................es 

he/she/it él/ella 
................e 

we nosotros 
................imos 

you (plural) vosotros 
................ís 

they ellos/ellas 
................en 


